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traffic (both to deliver crew members to and from the project work sites, as well as to transport logs or
other biomass material for offsite processing), machinery used for treatments, and helicopters. We
recommend that the Forest Service analyze, and discuss in the FEIS, the projected greenhouse gas
emissions resulting from project activities and consider strategies to mitigate these emissions.

We also recommend that the FEIS discuss the potential for further reductions in air emissions that could
be achieved by lessening or eliminating pile burning of residual fuels (which is proposed for both of the
action alternatives) in favor of biomass energy production. In light of the ten years of restoration work
that is planned for the Tobias Project, as well as the fuel treatments either underway or planned for lands
adjacent to the proposed project area (and, thus, the economies of scale that could be achieved from
harvesting residual fuels from multiple sites over several years), we recommend that the Forest Service
provide information in the FEIS about the potential to incorporate biomass energy production into the
Tobias Project.

We recognize the challenge the Forest Service faces by implementing a restoration plan that will rely, in
part, on prescribed burns to achieve project objectives. The location of proposed Tobias Project
activities complicates the task further, as it is part of an air basin that has been designated as a non-
attainment area for ozone, PM1o, and PM_ 5. The DEIS states that the prescribed fires conducted for the
project would be managed in accordance with California’s revised Title 17 regulations (which are
equivalent to a smoke management plan), therefore the prescribed fires are “presumed to conform” (p.
56). Nevertheless, the fine particulate matter generated during prescribed fires does present a human
health risk. We recommend that the Forest Service implement BMPs and work with air quality officials
with the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District to reduce emissions from prescribed fire
treatments to the greatest possible extent.

Finally, we would like to see information in the FEIS that describes how climate change may affect the
Tobias Project. As mentioned previously, the DEIS includes a limited analysis of projected emissions
stemming from project activities, and the Forest Service does commit to implementing measures that
would lead to a more resilient forest, better able to withstand wildfire. But the DEIS is largely silent on
the question of how climate change may alter the planning area, and thus necessitate changes in
management strategy and/or project activities to account for climate change impacts. We recommend
that the FEIS include a description of how climate change may affect sensitive species within the project
area and the habitats on which these species depend. Additionally, we are interested to know how
climate change effects may inform, and potentially alter, project activities (such as replanting) and
management decisions over the life of the project. We recommend that the FEIS and Record of Decision
include a commitment to monitor climate change effects, and to adapt management strategies
accordingly in order to avoid exacerbating those effects, for the duration of the Tobias Project.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this DEIS, and are available to discuss our comments. When
the FEIS is released for public review, please send one hard copy and one CD to the address above (mail
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